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In its Oct. 6 edition, daily newspaper La Estrella de Panama reported that a secret anti-terrorist
commando unit had been created by the government "in order to spy on civilian and military
opposition figures, under the pretext of a supposed anti-terrorist struggle." The unit reportedly
received special training in the US. Confidential reports cited by the newspaper indicated that the
new unit would specifically be charged with "eroding sympathies among members of the National
Police towards Col. Eduardo Herrera." Herrera is currently in prison for his role in orchestrating
plots, in December 1990 and February 1992, to overthrow the government of President Guillermo
Endara. In Oct. 13 comments to reporters, Interior Minister Juan Chevalier confirmed that an
unspecified number of Panamanian agents had received anti-terrorist training from the US Federal
Bureau of Investigations (FBI). He added that Spain, Chile and Taiwan have also agreed to provide
assistance for police training. According to Chevalier, Spain will provide scholarships for courses in
criminal investigations, Chilean police will provide training, while Taiwan will provide weapons and
equipment. Chevalier also confirmed the government is working on formation of a special "rapid
response" anti- terrorist unit. According to Judicial Police (Policia Tecnica Judicial, PTJ) statistics,
there are currently a total of 22 clandestine groups in the country which have either threatened to
launch or have claimed responsibility for armed attacks. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/06/92, 10/13/92)
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